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THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

“LADIES’  SOLDIERS’  AID”  OE  WELDON, 

Abington  Township,  Montgomery  County,  Pa. 

OCTOBER  1st,  1S65. 


When  Ave  issued  our  last  annual  report,  tve  had 
much  cause  to  be  gratified  Avith  our  success,  as 
Ave  had  not  only  increased  in  numbers,  but  had 
been  enabled  to  procure  a suitable  and  permanent 
hall  for  our  accommodation  and  lectures.  But 
Iioav  infinitely  greater  is  our  cause  for  congratula- 
tion now,  that,  Avith  the  return  of  peace,  the  tax 
upon  our  time  and  means  has  not  only  been 
greatly  reduced,  but  Ave  have  been  relieved  from 
that  oppressing  burden  of  anxiety  incident  to  the 
frequent  and  terrible  battles,  their  long  lists  of 
Avounded  and  slain,  and  the  sickening  grief  for 
those  AArasting  in  Southern  prisons,  Avho  could  find 
neither  friend  nor  succor ; and  although  the  evil 
has  been  done  that  Avill  cause  many  a stricken 
heart  to  grieve  to  the  grave,  and  crimes  have 
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been  perpetrated  that  will  darken  the  land  for 
generations,  peace  is  so  great  and  universal  a 
blessing  that  in  its  light  we  shall  rejoice  as  we 
never  rejoiced  before. 

In  reviewing  our  labors,  however,  for  the  past 
year,  there  would  seem  to  be  little  of  sufficient 
general  interest  to  require  a published  report;  but 
when  we  take  into  consideration  how  much  our 
efficiency  has  been  promoted  by  persons  not  mem- 
bers of  the  Society,  we  feel  that  we  can  in  no 
other  way  so  suitably  acknowledge  their  liberality 
and  kindness,  or  give  them  so  just  an  idea  of  the 
manner  in  which  these  have  been  applied;  and  at 
the  close  of  the  present  report  will  be  found  a list 
of  the  names  of  all  the  donors,  and  the  amount  of 
their  several  donations. 

As  the  funds  had  been  much  reduced  by  the 
efforts  of  the  previous  year,  and  there  was  still  a 
small  amount  due  on  the  hall,  it  was  felt  that 
every  proper  and  available  means  to  increase 
them  should  be  adopted,  and,  with  this  view,  the 
refreshments  for  a large  political  meeting  held  in 
the  immediate  neighborhood,  early  in  October, 
were  furnished  by  the  Society,  which  realized  the 
no  inconsiderable  sum  of  $159.93  over  all  ex- 
penses, the  members  having  contributed  very  lib- 
erally from  their  own  private  stores  for  the 
occasion. 
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Frequent  lectures,  too,  were  given  at  the  hall, 
without  remuneration,  by  men  eminent  for  their 
patriotism  and  eloquence;  but  the  greatest  acces- 
sion to  the  funds,  and  which  enabled  the  Society 
to  make  large  and  immediate  purchases  of  flannel 
and  other  material  for  clothing,  was  through  a 
Fair  held  in  December,  for  which  the  members 
had  been  months  preparing. 

The  advantage  of  possessing  a suitable  building 
was  very  much  felt  on  this  occasion,  as  ample 
space  was  afforded  for  the  accommodation  of  visi- 
tors, and  the  display  of  the  various  and  beautiful 
specimens  of  handiwork  contributed;  and,  with  the 
accession  of  the  band  from  Camp  William  Penn, 
and  the  tastefully  decorations,  it  was  crowded 
with  admiring  spectators  and  purchasers  during 
the  entire  week,  realizing  $1151.96,  of  which 
$912.82  was  the  net  profit. 

A considerable  amount  of  clothing  being  made 
up  by  December  it  was  entrusted  to  the  United 
States  Sanitary  Commission  for  distribution,  this 
still  being  found  the  surest  means  by  which 
supplies  could  reach  the  suffering  soldiers.  Sev- 
eral subsequent  contributions  were  also  made  to 
that  institution,  one  of  which  was  intended  ex- 
pressly for  the  starved  Union  prisoners  "who  had 
just  been  released  from  loathsome  Southern  prisons. 
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The  following  is  a list  of  all  the  articles  sent  to 
the  Sanitary  Commission  during  the  year : 


70  Woollen  Shirts. 

103  pairs  Flannel  Drawers. 
1 Muslin  Shirt. 

1 Wrapper. 

103  Sheets. 

6 Pillow  Cases. 

112  Handkerchiefs. 

09  Linen  Towe’s. 

101  Wash  Rags. 

328  rolls  of  Bandages. 

50  pounds  worn  Muslin. 

8 Hop  Pillows. 


27  Comfort  Bags. 

1 paper  Pins. 

36  dozen  Eggs. 

4g  pounds  Dried  Beef. 
i peek  Onions. 

3 bottles  Catsup. 

1 pint.  Jelly. 

1 jar  Pickles. 

Hemming  825  Handkerchiefs,  the 
material  for  which  was  furnished 
by  the  Sanitary  Commission. 

Value §626  32 


Before  proceeding  to  an  enumeration  of  other 
contributions,  we  must  pause  a moment  to  add 
our  humble  voice  in  praise  of  the  earnest  and 
noble  women  who  composed  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  Pennsylvania  Branch  of  the  Sani- 
tary Commission,  who,  hy  their  uniform  kindness 
and  courtesy,  and  excellent  business  ability, 
always  returning  prompt  and  encouraging  ac- 
knowledgments for  the  smallest  donation,  did 
much  to  stimulate  the  best  efforts  of  each  indi- 
vidual member  of  the  Society,  who  will  bear  in 
grateful  and  loving  remembrance  throughout  life 
such  names  as  Mrs.  Sophia  W.  Plitt,  Mrs.  Moore, 
Mrs.  Lathrop  and  others. 

Several  contributions  were  made  to  the  Sol- 
diers’ Home,  corner  of  llace  and  Crown  streets,  as 
follows: 
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1 bushel  Potatoes. 

2 bushels  Turnips. 

1 peck  Beets. 

5 heads  Cabbage. 

4 jars  Pickles. 

3 gallons  spiced  Tomatoes. 
9 pounds  Indian  Meal. 


8 pounds  Tea  Biscuit. 

16  pounds  Crackers. 

83  Sandwiches. 

100  stewed  Oysters. 

11  pounds  Cakes. 

3 pounds  boiled  Ham. 

Value $18  11 


As  on  the  previous  year,  the  Society  contributed 
to  the  Christmas  Dinner  for  the  Colored  Soldiers 
at  Camp  “William  Penn;”  the  subjoined  being  a 
list  of  the  articles  sent: 


2 roast  Turkeys. 

5 pairs  roast  Chickens. 

24  Pies. 

4 dozen  and  5 Doughnuts. 
Quantity  of  Rice  Pudding. 
4 quarts  stewed  Tomatoes. 
4 jars  Pickles. 

1 jar  pickled  Tomatoes. 

1 jar  pickled  Cabbage. 


3 jars  pickled  Beets. 

1 jar  Apple  Sauce. 

1 bottle  Catsup. 

2 cans  Peaches. 

2J  bushels  Potatoes. 

2i  bushels  Turnips. 

11  pecks  Beets. 

8 heads  Cabbage. 

1 quart  Cream. 

Value $39  47 


Being  applied  to  by  the  families  of  soldiers  in 
need  in  their  own  immediate  neighborhood,  the 
Society  furnished  relief  in  cash,  food,  and  clothing 
as  follows: 


Cash  $10. 

1 ton  Coal. 

2 Woollen  Shirts. 

2 pairs  Flannel  Drawers. 
4 Handkerchiefs. 

12  yards  Muslin. 

4j  yards  Flannel. 

1 Overcoat. 

4 pounds  Sugar. 

2|  pounds  Soap. 


I pound  Candles. 

25  pounds  Scrapple. 

| pound  Tea. 

II  pounds  Wheat  Flour. 

7 pounds  Indian  Meal. 

| bushel  Potatoes. 

| bushel  Turnips. 

Quantity  of  worn  Clothing  for 
Children. 

Value $55  58 
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In  May  the  following  contribution  was  sent  to 
the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  in  the  hospital  at 
Camp  Cadwalader. 


6 Woollen  Shirts. 

6 pairs  Flannel  Drawers. 
20  Handkerchiefs. 

3 worn  Towels. 

3 pounds  worn  Muslin. 

6 dozen  Eggs. 

4 quarts  pickled  Beets. 

4 quarts  Apple  Sauce. 


1 quart  stewed  Rhubarb. 

2 jars  Pickles. 

1 bottle  Catsup. 

1 pound  Butter. 

1 pair  Chickens. 

2 pounds  Dried  Beef. 

1 bunch  Asparagus. 

1 can  Tomatoes. 

Value $41  53 


In  May,  also,  a donation  was  sent  to  the  Chicago 
Sanitary  Fair,  for  which  the  Society  was  awarded 
a premium  of  a pair  of  handsome  silk  flags,  bearing 
an  inscription,  theirs  being  the  largest  contribu- 
tion sent  by  any  Ladies’  Aid  in  the  State. 

The  articles  were  as  follows : 


Wax  Fruit,  with  stand  and  shade.  Marine  View  and  frame.  Menai 
“Pond  of  Lilies,”  in  wax.  Straits.  North  Wales. 

Wax  Flowers,  with  vase  and  shade.  Group  of  Chickens  and  frame. 
Landscape  and  Frame,  (view  of  Zephyr,  “Breakfast  Cozy.” 
Washington’s  Encampment  in  Child’s  Wrapper. 

’77  on  Camp  Hill.) 

Valued  by  Society  at  $320,  but  realizing  for  the  Fair  $310. 


The  Society  being  desirous  of  expressing  their 
regard  for  the  memory  of  our  late,  lamented  Presi- 
dent, Abraham  Lincoln,  by  aiding  towards  the 
proposed  monument  to  be  erected  in  Philadelphia 
in  his  honor,  gave  a lecture  at  the  hall  in  June, 
the  young  and  talented  Alfred  A.  Taylor  of  East 
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Tennessee  generously  volunteering  his  services  for 
the  occasion,  the  proceeds  of  which,  $51.06,  were 
handed  over  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Monument 
Fund,  James  L.  Claghorn,  Esq. 

A contribution  apart  from  the  usual  business  of 
the  Society  was  made  during  the  Fair:  John  W. 
Thomas,  Esq.,  having,  with  much  kindness,  sent  a 
donation  of  $10  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of 
presents  at  the  Fair,  to  be  distributed  among  little 
children  of  the  neighborhood,  who  did  not  possess 
the  means  of  attending,  or  making  their  own  pur- 
chases; the  money  was  expended  as  follows,  ren- 
dering the  children  of  live  families  more  comforta- 
ble the  remainder  of  the  winter: 

3 Calico  Frocks.  2 Woollen  Caps. 

2 pairs  Woollen  Gloves.  3 pairs  Pulse  Warmers. 

4 pairs  Mittens.  Cost 810  00 

During  the  year  donations  were  made  to  several 
prominent  soldiers,  who  had  favored  the  Society, 
amounting  in  all  to  $66;  and  $60  have  been  devo- 
ted to  the  purchase  of  material  to  be  made  into 
fancy  articles  for  the  forthcoming  Fair,  to  be  held 
in  Philadelphia,  for  the  benefit  of  the  “Soldiers’ 
and  Sailors’  Home.”  And  for  the  same  cause,  the 
aid  of  disabled  soldiers,  and  soldiers’  widows  and 
orphans,  the  Society  intend  to  continue  their 
organization  and  labors. 

On  the  6th  of  September  the  Society  gave  a 
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dinner  to  the  returned  soldiers  of  their  own  and 
adjoining  neighborhoods,  being  delighted  to  find 
an  opportunity  of  showing  their  gratitude  to  these 
brave  veterans  who  have  struggled  amid  so  many 
hardships  and  dangers,  that  we  might  be  secure  in 
our  homes,  and  the  liberties  of  the  nation  preserved. 
It  was  very  successful,  and  elicited  handsome 
notices  from  several  of  the  city  and  country  papers, 
one  of  which,  an  editorial,  by  Philip  II.  Freas, 
Esq.,  of  the  “ Germantown  Telegraph ,”  who  was 
present,  we  here  insert ; and  we  take  this  occasion 
to  say  that  the  Society  have  felt  throughout  their 
labors  the  important  benefit  of  Mr.  Freas’  steady 
encouragement  and  liberality. 

“ The  honor  which  was  paid  our  brave  soldiers 
by  the  Ladies’  Soldiers’  Aid  of  Weldon,  on  Wed- 
nesday last,  in  entertaining  them  at  a dinner  in 
Weldon  llall,  was  a beautiful  evidence  of  the 
patriotic  feeling  pervading  the  ladies  of  the  Society 
during  the  war,  in  providing  for  the  necessities  of 
the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers,  a work  which  was 
continued  unintermittedly  until  the  disbanding  of 
our  armies. 

“This  festival  was  not  one  of  the  usual  order, 
where  an  individual  is  employed  at  so  much  per 
head  to  spread  a table ; but  the  spontaneous  gift 
of  the  whole  Society,  in  which  each  member 
heartily  co-operated  in  providing  from  her  own 
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stores,  so  far  as  that  was  possible,  the  rich  repast 
that  was  set  before  those,  who,  in  the  language  of 
the  invitation,  ‘ had  battled  for  the  preservation 
of  our  liberties.’ 

“During  our  not  very  limited  career,  we  have 
seen  many  tables  for  large  companies  set  out, 
some  of  which  may  have  excelled  this  one  in 
display  and  ornamentation,  but  none  of  which 
approached  it  in  essential  attractions.  Everything 
was  of  the  best  that  could  be  produced,  prepared 
in  the  most  acceptable  manner,  and  profusely 
abundant  in  quantity.  About  one  hundred  ‘sol- 
diers’ were  present,  among  them  Major-general 
Hartranft,  Major  Jones  and  Captain  Roberts,  of 
Germantown,  as  well  as  some  other  officers  whose 
names  were  not  reported  to  us.  The  band  from 
Germantown  was  engaged  for  the  occasion  and 
played  excellently  well. 

“After  the  ‘dinner’  had  come  to  an  end,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Wood,  of  Hatborough,  was  called  upon 
to  address  the  company,  which  he  complied  with 
by  delivering  an  interesting  and  eloquent  oration, 
which  was  listened  to  with  profound  attention, 
and  frequently  interrupted  with  applause.  Mr. 
Wood  was  followed  by  General  Hartranft,  who 
made  an  excellent  little  speech,  much  to  the  grati- 
fication of  all  who  were  anxious  to  hear  him. 
After  more  music  and  a pleasant  interchange  of 
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sentiment,  in  which  the  happy  termination  of  the 
Avar  and  the  restoration  of  peace  were  predominant, 
the  company  separated,  delighted  ivith  the  happy 
reunion.” 

Hoping  to  extend  their  sphere  of  usefulness, 
the  Society  have  begun  to  use  their  hall  on  Sab- 
bath  afternoons  ior  divine  worship  ; and  are  in- 
debted to  the  kindness  of  the  Ifev.  Mr.  Wood  for 
the  opening  sermon,  given  in  July,  since  Avhen 
the  llev.  Mr.  Keith,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Parvin  and 
Lucretia  Mott  have  most  kindly  given  their  ser- 
Aices  to  promote  the  religious  sentiment  of  the 
neighborhood. 

It  is  also  the  desire  of  the  Society  to  have  a 
library,  and  although  the  small  number  of  volumes 
they  at  present  possess  cannot  lay  claim  to  that 
title,  yet  if  friends  Avould  continue  to  give  as 
liberally  as  those  Avho  have  already  donated,  they 
might  reasonably  hope,  in  time,  to  be  the  owners 
of  a creditable  lAntry  collection,  which  at  present 
consists  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  volumes,  con- 
tributed by  the  folloAving  persons  : 

Russell  Smith,  100  vols.  Mrs.  Amelia  P.  Steel,  8 vols. 

Edwin  P.  Mitchell,  16  vols.  Mrs.  Sarah  Z.  Curtis,  1 vol. 

Miss  Florence  Ingham,  6 vols.  Mr.  Townsend,  1 vol. 

E.  B.  Gardette,  M.  D.,  37  vols.  King  & Baird,  1 vol. 

The  Society  have  been  spared  a heavy  outlay 
during  the  past  year  in  expenses  incidental  to  the 
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lectures,  the  fair  and  other  exhibitions,  by  the 
constant  aid  rendered  them  on  such  occasions  by 
Abner  Bradfield,  Isaac  Shafer,  Ellwood  Tyson  and 
Xanthus  Smith;  and  they  are  also  much  indebted 
to  the  editors  of  the  “ Norristown  Republican ,” 
who  by  their  printing  and  kind  notices  have  done 
much  towards  promoting  the  interests  of  the 
Society. 

The  following  is  a list  of  all  the  donations  in 
casli  and  material  to  the  Society  during  the 
year.  Those  names  marked  with  an  asterisk 
being  members : 


♦ Martha  A.  Anderson 

20 

♦ Mary  P.  Furman  . . 

0 

37 

♦Sarah  Bradfield 

20 

33 

Philis  R.  Freas 

5 

CO 

♦Marg’t  and  Mary  Bradfield, 

. 21 

72 

E.  B.  Gardettc,  M.  D.. 

9 

25 

10 

5 

12 

♦Ella  S.  Betts 

, 11 

84 

♦ Eliza  Hallowell 

4 

44 

Susanna  Bradshaw 

50 

Martha  Heston 

4 

62 

Mrs.  Charles  Baeder 

, 10 

00 

Hannah  Hamel 

30 

George  Baker . . . 

1 

00 

John  Hunt  (labor)  . . . 

1 

00 

Mary  Berrell 

30 

Huntingdon  Aid  Society. ...  10 

30 

Jay  Cooke 

20 

00 

Florence  Ingham 

00 

♦ Mary  Ann  Comly 

30 

17 

John  O.  James 

13 

70 

♦Ann  Eliza  Comly 

14 

58 

♦Tabitha  Kirk 

7 

47 

Sarah  Ann  Comly 

3 

00 

♦Mary P Kirk 

36 

24 

Lizzie  Comly 

, 1 

40 

*Rutlianna  and  M.  J. 

Kirk.  24 

35 

Amelia  S.  Comly 

75 

♦Mary  Ella  Kirk 

23 

33 

Hannah  A.  Coggins 

34 

King  & Baird 

50 

Col.  Cephas  G.  Childs  

10 

00 

♦Elizabeth  Lukens. . . 

13 

05 

Margaret  Cammon 

55 

♦Sarah  Ann  Lukens. . 

22 

74 

* Sarah  Z.  Curtis 

50 

♦Susan  Lukens 

12 

92 

Major  Alfrel  R.  Calhoun. . . . 

. 2 

00 

♦Sarah  C.  Lukens. . . . 

11 

61 

Edward  M.  Davis 

10 

00 

♦Tacie  Lukens 

16 

12 

Mrs.  Henry  C.  Davis 

, 5 

00 

♦Ellen  Lukens 

2 

35 

Mary  J.  Duffield 

1 

25 

Joseph  Lukens 

90 

2* 
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Isabella  Light  foot 

35 

-Mrs.  Russell  & Mary  Smith.171  7G 

♦Mary  M.  Michener 

13 

20 

Barbara  Shimps 

30 

Hannah  Michener 

4 

53 

John  W.  Thomas 

10  00 

Ann  Eliz.  Michener 

1 

00 

♦ Emeline  M.  A Tacie  Tyson. 

93  47 

♦ Carrie  M.  Mitchell 

1 

75 

♦Hannah  Tyson 

121  G5 

♦ Mary  Mulvany 

0 

57 

Ellwood  Tyson 

10  00 

Mrs.  Howard  Mitchell 

50 

Canby  Tyson 

G 00 

Edward  P.  Mitchell 

G 

40 

Rachel  Tyson 

1 20 

Elizabeth  Marple 

2 

GO 

* Lydia  Tvson 

9 12 

* Martha  Marple 

9 

82 

Edwin  Tyson 

10  00 

Charlotte  Martin 

55 

Ellen  Tvson 

5 00 

Sallie  B.  Ornc 

5 

GO 

Joshua  Tyson 

75 

* Elizabeth  N.  Price 

27 

40 

♦ Mary  Eliz.  Tyson 

18  GO 

♦Elizabeth  Paxson 

127 

72 

♦ Rebecca  P.  Tyson 

7 45 

♦Susanna  & Liz.  L.  Paxson., 

. 17 

33 

Jacob  P.  Tyson 

10  CO 

11 

G3 

05 

♦ Agnes  <&  Sallie  T.  Paxson . . 

14 

74 

♦Sarah  Tvson 

5 12 

* Rebecca  Pickering 

0 

91 

■ Townsend  . . 

50 

♦Mary  J.  & Mary  Patterson. 

31 

04 

*Louisa  & M argery  T wining. 

12  82 

Samuel  Pierce 

g 

00 

12  37 

Sarah  Jane  Paramore 

2 

53 

U.  S.  Sanitary  Commission. 

73  00 

IV.  II  Pennell 

o 

& 

50 

*Eliz.,  Rebecca  and  Annie 

Pupils  of  Bellevue  Institute. 

9 

10 

Williams 

88  87 

♦ Anna  Reece 

3 

54 

John  J.  Williams 

10  00 

♦ Jane  Rogers 

3 

50 

Mary  K.  Williams 

16  00 

A.  W.  Rand 

35 

95 

Mrs.  Robt.  Williams 

1 00 

Ilenrv  Rorer 

9 

00 

Mrs.  Thomas  Williams 

5 00 

* Amelia  P.  Steel 

96 

17 

Charles  F.  Wilson 

2 10 

♦ Eliza  Shafer 

25 

47 

Woodland  Society 

1 00 

* Mary  Eliz.  Shaw 

15 

05 

Mary  Ann  White 

GO 

Charles  Sharpless 

5 

00 

From  a Friend 

50 

Russell  Smith 

110 

00 

66  66 

25 

Xantlius  Smith 

25 

00 

66  66 

50 

Expenses  and  Receipts. 


Cash  on  hand,  October  1st,  1804 $48  (11 

Material  on  hand,  “ “ 62  00 

Cash  receipts  for  the  year 2,594  05 

Articles  received 492  40 

Value  of  sewing  done  by  the  members 122  21 


$3,319  27 
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Contributions  to  soldiers Si, 291  25 

Spent  on  material  for  the  forthcoming  Fair  for  the  Soldiers  and 

Sailors’  Home CO  00 

Final  payment  on  the  Hall,  improvements,  paling,  stoves, 

lamps, ‘&c SSI  03 

Expenses  on  entertainments,  in  food  and  printing,  fuel  and 

liglit'ng 097  67 

Books. . -olL) 62  15 

Cash  on  hand 138  13 

Clothing  and  material  on  hand 1S9  04 

S3,319  27 


We  cannot  dose  this  report  without  special 
reference  to  Major  Alfred  It.  Calhoun,  who  has 
served  the  Society  with  a zeal,  and  generous 
sacrifice  of  self,  which  nothing  but  the  warmest 
sympathy  for  the  sufferings  of  the  sick  and 
wounded  soldiers  could  have  elicited,  showing 
that  none  are  more  willing  to  devote  their  time 
and  energies  to  relieve  the  wants  of  these  brave 
men  than  those  who  have  themselves  endured 
the  dangers  and  horrors  of  the  battle-field  and 
the  loathsome  prison. 

In  giving  gratuitously  a number  of  lectures  at 
the  hall,  remarkable  for  their  eloquence  and 
patriotism,  he  has  added  largely  to  the  funds  of 
the  Society;  and  his  enthusiastic  and  beautiful 
letters  have  done  much  to  stimulate  the  enter- 
prize  of  the  members.  We  here  insert  one  which 
does  no  less  honor  to  himself  than  to  the  Society. 
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“Philadelphia,  July  3,  1865. 

“ My  dear  Madam  : 

“ I was  made  to  rejoice  to-day  on  the  reception 
of  a letter  dated  at  Weldon,  and  bearing  your 
signature.  Pleased  as  my  vanity  was  at  the 
beautiful  compliments  and  delicate  praise,  on 
sober  reflection  I feel  ashamed,  for  in  my  own 
heart  I know  how  undeserved  it  was.  My  poor 
attempts  at  oratory  have  had  but  two  recommen- 
dations, viz.:  the  subject  and  my  earnestness;  and 
with  these  aids  any  man  could  at  least  keep  an 
audience  from  going  to  sleep.  The  other  merits, 
I fear  me,  are  magnified  through  the  eyes  of 
charity ; that  charity  which  has  so  characterized 
the  ladies  of  the  Weldon  Soldiers’  Aid  Society. 
There  is  much  eloquence  never  heard,  never 
penned.  We  can  see  it  in  the  beautiful  world 
around  us,  feel  it  in  the  passing  breeze,  and  have 
our  hearts  thrilled  by  the  eloquence  of  action. 

“ Taking  the  latter  as  an  exponent  of  that 
which  raises  the  soul  far  above  the  lower  things 
of  earth,  I feel  it  is  my  turn  to  speak  of  the  sub- 
lime eloquence  of  your  Society  as  a body.  Nobly 
have  you  struggled  for  a holy  cause,  prompted 
not  by  thoughts  of  position  nor  fame,  but  the 
high  resolve  to  do  what  your  hands  could  find  to  . 
aid  our  common  country.  Well  have  you  sue- 
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ceeded ; and  the  proud  shouts  of  restoration, 
which  to-morrow  will  ring  through  our  banner- 
clad  land,  will,  I feel,  fully  repay  your  weary 
hands,  and  often  aching  hearts. 

“ And,  oh ! ’tis  so  brave,  so  noble,  for  you  to 
continue  aiding  the  brave  fellows  who  have  given 
their  all  for  their  country!  Never,  I feel,  will 
the  wounded  soldiers  of  your  section  need  while 
you  retain  an  organization,  and  to  maintain  that 
organization  funds  will  be  needed.  If  at  any 
time  you  think  my  humble  efforts  can  aid  you, 
hesitate  not  a moment  to  command  me,  I will 
feel  more  than  honored  by  your  confidence. 

“With  heartfelt  gratitude  for  kind  words,  and 
best  wishes  for  all,  believe  me, 

“ Yours,  &c. 

“A.  R.  C.” 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  RUSSELL  SMITH, 

Secretary. 

Weldon,  Montgomery  County,  Pa., 

October  i,  1865. 


